1611-16] BIARD'S RELATION, 1616 25

ot

CHAPTER XXIV. [i.e., xxii.]

WHAT HAPPENED DURING THE WINTER AND SPRING
FOLLOWING, OF THE YEAR 1613.

IEUR de Biencourt fully expected to receive
S help from France before Winter, especially
as it had been said that there were three or
four ships on the way, and already we were looking
about to see where we could store so many things as
were coming in this fleet. Trusting in this, sieur de
Biencourt had traded almost everything. He was
therefore very much astonished, when on All Saints’
day, he found himself without hope of any relief that
year.

[209] Now the Jesuits, who had not built much (as
the saying is) upon these visionary expectations, had
reserved in their storeroom five large puncheons of
grain, four of pure wheat and one of barley, which
had been sent from France for their own use. It
made in all fourteen barrels of good grain. Now,
when they saw sieur de Biencourt's necessity, they
went to him and cheerfully offered him their means,
saying that he should take all their grain with the
sole exception of two barrels of wheat and one of bar-
ley, which they wished to reserve for various emer-
gencies of want and sickness, both for themselves and
the others. As to the remainder, they would not
touch it, except to receive as usual their daily portion
like the others. Sieur de Biencourt accepted the
offer, and its [210] conditions, and according to these
we began to live.



